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1. Executive Summary  

Brockwell Energy is bringing forward proposals for a ground-mounted solar energy 

generating station and battery energy storage system located to the northwest of 

Derby. The project would connect up-to 300 megawatts of solar power, along with 

up-to 200 megawatts of battery storage, to the electricity transmission network at 

National Grid’s Willington 400kV substation. The proposals also include associated 

infrastructure, works to create, enhance and maintain the natural environment, and a 

Legacy Fund that would provide financial contributions to local projects. 

 

A voluntary Phase 1 engagement was undertaken from 16th June to 28th July 2026. 

Engagement included early outreach to elected representatives, a community 

newsletter delivered to 12,451 properties, a dedicated project website, a press 

release, and a public webinar with a total of 126 sign-ups to attend.  

 

A total of 424 responses were received. Key themes included traffic and site access, 

site selection, environmental impacts, and visual and landscape considerations. 

 

All feedback received during the Phase 1 engagement period has been reviewed 

and will be used, alongside the results of ongoing technical surveys and 

assessments, to inform the proposals for Castle Way Energy. Brockwell Energy’s 

Phase 2 engagement, 12th November to 13th December 2026, presents the updated 

proposals for Castle Way Energy along with information on the surveys and 

assessments undertaken. 
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2. Introduction  

2.1.1 Context and Background 

This report has been prepared by Thirty4/7 Communications on behalf of Brockwell 

Energy to summarise the Phase 1 engagement that was undertaken for Brockwell 

Energy’s proposals for Castle Way Energy (hereafter referred to as the ‘Project’) 

between Tuesday 16th June to Tuesday 28th July 2026.  

This report sets out the details of the engagement and provides a summary of the 

feedback received. It also sets out the approach used to analyse the feedback, 

Brockwell Energy’s response to issues raised and an explanation of how the 

feedback will be considered in the Project design.  

The report will inform, and be appended to, the Pre-Application Engagement Report 

that will accompany the Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the 

Project, currently proposed to be submitted in 2027. 

2.1.2 About the Developer 

The Applicant for the Castle Way Energy Development Consent Order (DCO) 

submission to the Planning Inspectorate will be BSSL Derbyshire 1 Ltd, a Special 

Purpose Vehicle (SPV) company and a wholly owned subsidiary of Brockwell 

Energy. Brockwell Energy is a multi-technology Independent Power Producer (IPP) 

specialising in renewable energy infrastructure.  

Since 2017, Brockwell Energy has originated, built out or are currently constructing 

more than £1bn in assets across the UK. Brockwell’s portfolio continues to grow, with 

a 3.5 GW pipeline of projects in solar, battery energy storage and wind.  

Brockwell works closely with local stakeholders to create renewable energy projects 

that create lasting value and foster economic growth, including in former coal 

producing areas where the transition to renewable energy generation can deliver the 

greatest economic benefits. 

Brockwell’s purpose is to create a future where people, communities, and the 

environment can thrive. ‘Success’ means a stronger, more sustainable future for all – 
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a future worth powering. Brockwell’s projects are realised through considerate, 

rigorous planning, integrity and a dedication to delivering impactful results. 

2.1.3 Project Background  

The Castle Way Energy Project is proposed to be located to the west of Derby, 

across several parcels of land. At the time of writing, the proposed development site 

lies within the administrative boundaries of Derbyshire County Council, South 

Derbyshire District Council and Derbyshire Dales District Council. 

The project has been estimated to generate up to 300MW of renewable electricity, 

once fully operational. The project consists of ground-mounted solar panels, along 

with associated inverters, transformers and switchgear.  

With a proposed generating capacity greater than 100MW, the Project is classified 

as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 

(2008). NSIPs apply for planning permission through the Development Consent 

Order (DCO) process. DCO applications are subject to detailed scrutiny by an 

independent panel of inspectors appointed by the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), 

before the final decision about whether or not to grant planning consent is 

determined by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.  

Brockwell Energy has secured a 300MW export and 200MW import agreement with 

National Grid at the Willington 400kV substation. A grid connection will be required to 

connect the Project to the Willington 400kV substation.  

Several cable route options were presented at the Phase 1 engagement in order to 

obtain early feedback and ensure that a full spectrum of options is being considered 

in the design evolution process.  

Cable route options continue to be refined through engineering, environmental 

assessment and consultation. Updated information on the evolving cable corridors is 

presented through the Phase 2 engagement.   
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Figure 1: Proposed site plan at Phase 1 Engagement  

Once operational, the Project will generate enough clean energy to power the 

equivalent of 81,000 households a year1. 

The Project will also aim to deliver localised benefits to the area by working with local 

communities hosting this project through offering a Legacy Fund, ensuring that those 

living locally benefit from the proposals. Brockwell Energy will seek views on how 

this Legacy Fund could be delivered, including different options for the distribution of 

this funding in the Phase 2 engagement.  

2.1.4 Proposed Development – Site Options Appraisal  

One of the key factors for determining an appropriate location for solar farms is the 

proximity of the site to a suitable Point of Connection (POC) to export power to the 

electricity distribution network. Brockwell Energy has an agreement with National 

 

1 Calculation based on 2021 generation, and assuming average (mean) annual household 
consumption of 3,509 kWh, based on latest statistics from Department of Energy Security and Net 
Zero (Subnational Electricity and Gas Consumption Statistics Regional and Local Authority, Great 
Britain, 2021, Mean domestic electricity consumption (kWh per meter) by country/region, Great 
Britain, 2021) 
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Grid for a 300MW connection into the Willington 400kV substation and this was the 

starting point for the project site search exercise. 

An initial 15km search radius was applied to the POC, which sought to exclude any 

urban areas, brownfield land with alternative strategic planning uses already 

identified, land within the green belt, and relevant environmental designations. 

Following this, land was identified and landowners approached by the Applicant. 

Where parcels were identified, further environmental assessment work was 

undertaken to confirm site suitability.  

The selected options to date have been influenced by engineering, efficiency, 

stakeholder engagement, including willingness to offer land by agreement and 

environmental factors.  

As part of the initial preparation of Brockwell Energy’s technical assessments and 

surveys, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report was prepared 

and sent to the Planning Inspectorate to review. The feedback received from the 

Planning Inspectorate, alongside other statutory consultees such as the local 

planning authorities and National Grid, will be used to inform the scope of 

assessments undertaken and contribute to the refinement of the design for the 

Project. 
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3.  Methods of Engagement  

3.1 Introduction  

Brockwell Energy is keen to hear a broad range of views and is committed to 

providing clear and up to date information on proposed developments, listening to 

local people and giving them the opportunity to provide feedback. In the case of 

Castle Way Energy, this will help to shape proposals for the Project’s design before 

consent applications are submitted. This section sets out how Castle Way Energy 

undertook its Phase 1 engagement for the Project. 

Brockwell Energy will undertake two phases of engagement with communities and 

stakeholders on the Castle Way Energy proposals. Phase 1 engagement was 

designed to provide local communities and key stakeholders with an early 

opportunity to comment on and help shape the Project before the detailed design 

phase and the preparation of draft planning documents. 

The Project’s two rounds of pre-application engagement are intended to be carried 

out as follows: 

 Phase 1 engagement on the proposals for the Project, held between 16th June 

and 18th July 2026, which is reported within this document. 

 Phase 2 engagement on the detailed proposals, between 12th November and 

13th December 2026. 

3.2 Engagement to Date 

Brockwell Energy values the input of stakeholders at all stage of design of the 

Project and is committed to an ongoing programme of engagement outside of the 

formal phases identified above. In addition to the EIA Scoping process, this has 

included contacting landowners, Local Authority planning officers, elected members, 

Town and Parish Councils, MPs and other technical stakeholders prior to, at the start 

of, and following the Phase 1 engagement. 

This initial phase of engagement was focused on presenting early details about the 

proposals based on information available as part of the early Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Scoping process. The scope of engagement therefore was to 
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introduce the project and engagement process and seek feedback on initial issues 

and considerations to help build a baseline understanding of key local feedback.  

3.3 Purpose of the Phase 1 engagement  

It is essential to engage with all relevant stakeholders to ensure their views, needs 

and priorities are understood. The Project’s Phase 1 engagement took place 

between Tuesday 16th June and Tuesday 28th July 2026. 

The overall objective of Phase 1 engagement was to present relevant information 

about the Project in a clear and accessible manner that enabled consultees to 

provide an informed response. These responses have been considered in the 

development of the Project proposals, which are presented during Phase 2 

engagement. This includes: 

 Presenting the case for the proposed new infrastructure. 

 Engaging with residents in the closest communities to the Project. 

 Fully consulting with and inviting feedback from all stakeholders on their views 

on the Project and any specific issues they wish to be considered; and 

 Addressing any questions regarding the current Project proposals and evolving 

design options. 

 Seeking early views on the draft cable route corridor options. 

3.4 Approach to Engagement 

Brockwell Energy adopted an approach to engagement that included a range of 

ways that stakeholders could engage with the Project and provide feedback.  

The approach sought to ensure that every stakeholder could be involved regardless 

of age, mobility, language, or access to digital communication channels, and in a 

manner that they were comfortable with. 

3.4.1 Engagement Zone  

An engagement zone (a geographic area which defines the area of focus for the 

Phase 1 engagement) was defined to ensure that all residents, businesses, and 
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community stakeholders that may be directly affected by the Project were included in 

the engagement that was carried out. 

The zone included addresses within 1km of the individual site boundaries, amended 

to include major population centres such as Willington and the cable route. The total 

number of addresses was 12,451. 

 

Figure 2: Mailing radius showing the properties that received a project newsletter. 

3.4.2 Audiences 

Although Phase 1 engagement was non-statutory (and therefore not prescribed by 

planning legislation), Brockwell Energy’s aim was to approach all relevant 

stakeholders, local communities and relevant organisations that may be affected by 

the Project. Those consulted included community consultees, technical consultees, 

or relevant persons likely to be classed as prescribed consultees during the future 

Phase 2 engagement, including: 

 Planning Inspectorate   

 Parish Councils 

 The local planning authorities – Derbyshire County Council, South Derbyshire 

District Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council, Staffordshire County 

Council, and East Staffordshire Borough Council. 
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 Known local interest and community groups operating in the area affected by 

the proposals. 

 Elected members of the local planning authorities, including ward councillors, 

neighbouring ward councillors and relevant portfolio holders 

 Members of Parliament whose constituencies are within the engagement 

zone. 

 Local businesses close to the Project. 

 The public. 

Additionally, Brockwell Energy wanted to make sure that key local stakeholders were 

aware of the proposals prior to the launch of the Phase 1 engagement. On 10th 

March, 2nd April, and 1st May 2026 emails were sent to these stakeholders 

introducing the project and offering individual briefings on the proposals. 

Stakeholders who received this email included: 

 Cllr Alan Graves – Leader of the Council (DCC) 

 Cllr Carol Wood – Cabinet Member for Net Zero and Environment (DCC) 

 Cllr Sam Redfern – Electoral Division Member for Hilton (DCC) 

 Cllr Charlotte Hill – Cabinet Member for Potholes, Highways and Transport 

(DCC) 

 Cllr Stephen Reed – Cabinet Member for Business Services (DCC) 

 Cllr Matthew Benfield – Electoral Division Member for Repton and Stenson 

(DCC) 

 Cllr Robert Pearson – Leader of the Council (SDDC) 

 Cllr Louise Mulgrew – Chair of the Development Management Committee 

(DMC) (SDDC) 

 Cllr Ian Hudson – Ward Member for Willington and DMC Member (SDDC) 

 Cllr Martyn Ford – Electoral Division Member for Etwall and Repton and 

Planning Committee Member (DCC) 

 Cllr David Muller – Ward Member Etwall and DMC Member (SDDC) 

 Cllr Andrew Kirke – Ward Member for Etwall and DMC Member 

 Cllr Sundip Meghani – Ward Member for Hilton (SDDC) 
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 Cllr Grahame Andrew – Ward Member for Hilton and DMC Member (SDDC) 

 Cllr Jayne Davies – Ward Member for Hilton (SDDC) 

 Samantha Niblett MP for South Derbyshire 

 John Whitby MP for Derbyshire Dales 

  Cllr Simon Slater – Ward Member for Stretton (ESBC) 

 Cllr Liz Bullock – Ward Member for Stretton (ESBC) 

 Cllr Gerry Holmes – Ward Member for Stretton (ESBC) 

 Cllr Barry Martin – Electoral Division Member for Stretton (SCC) 

 Hilton Parish Council  

 Dalbury Lees Parish Council  

 Etwall Parish Council  

 Willington Parish Council  

 Church Broughton Parish Council  

 Foston and Scropton Parish Council  

 Sudbury Parish Council  

 Egginton Parish Council  

 Stretton Parish Council  

 Trusley Parish 

Briefings were held with the following stakeholders prior to the launch of Phase 1 

engagement:  

 Cllrs Alan Graves and Carol Wood 

 Cllr Matthew Benfield  

 Cllr Sam Redfern 

 Cllr Martin Ford 

 Antony Cobley (on behalf of Samantha Niblett MP) 

 John Whitby MP 

Each stakeholder meeting included a short presentation which included background 

information on the site and its suitability for solar development, an overview of the 

initial proposals and the key benefits they would deliver and the Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Process (NSIP), as well as an outline of the engagement process and 

a timeline for key project milestones.  
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3.5 Communication Channels 

To ensure the Phase 1 engagement was as inclusive as possible, a range of 

communications channels were established to ensure all consultees were able to 

access information about the Project, ask questions and provide informed feedback.  

These communication channels included: 

3.5.1 Project Website 

A dedicated project website was launched on 10th March 2026. The website included 

high level project details, as well as information about how residents and interested 

parties could get involved in the engagement process, request additional information, 

or ask any questions. 

The website is hosted at https://castlewayenergy.co.uk/ providing a full overview of 

the project proposals for residents and interested parties who wished to access the 

project website. 

The project website contained: 

 An introduction to the Project, as well details of the location of Castle Way 

Energy  

 General information about Brockwell Energy 

 Initial information about the Legacy Fund 

 Responses to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 Contact details, including how to reach the project team via post and email. 

The website also included information on the ways which interested parties could 

respond to the Phase 1 engagement, including: 

 Details of the webinar, where people could ask questions and provide their 

feedback directly  

 Project email address 

 Feedback forms 
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 The project’s Freepost address – FREEPOST CASTLE WAY ENERGY (no 

further address or stamp required) 

Screenshots of the website are provided in Appendix 7.4.4 

3.5.2 Contact Channels  

Prior to the launch of Phase 1 engagement, Castle Way Energy launched the 

following contact channels to enable a two-way dialogue between the Project team 

and residents, businesses, and community stakeholders. These channels enabled 

these groups to ask questions or the Project team. 

 A dedicated Freepost address – A freepost address (no stamp required) 

was hosted at FREEPOST CASTLE WAY ENERGY, enabling respondents to 

provide written feedback free of charge. 

 A project email – A project email address, info@castlewayenergy.co.uk, 

was set up and monitored regularly throughout the engagement period; and  

3.5.3 Phase 1 Engagement Webinar  

To provide residents and stakeholders living near to the proposed project with the 

opportunity to learn more about the proposals and ask questions of the project team 

in person, an online webinar was held on Thursday 2nd July between 6:00-7:00pm. 

This event was publicised at the start of the Phase 1 engagement by the activities 

detailed in Section 2.7.   

The event was promoted through the Project brochure, Project newsletter, Project 

website, press release, newspaper advertising, and via emails issued to 

stakeholders. 

Date Location Attendance 

Online Webinar 

Thursday 2nd July  

6pm – 7pm 

Online (Zoom) 126 sign-ups 
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3.6 Phase 1 Engagement Materials  

The following materials were produced and shared extensively during the Phase 1 

engagement.  

3.6.1 Phase 1 Engagement Feedback Form  

An engagement feedback form was provided for anyone wishing to respond to the 

Phase 1 engagement. 

The feedback form was available online via the Project website. 

A copy of the feedback form is available in Appendix B. 

3.6.2 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

A set of FAQs relating to the project was compiled and uploaded on the Project 

website. The FAQs described the role of Brockwell Energy, details of the Project 

development and proposals and any potential impact on the local area. Contact 

details for the Project team were provided if a question could not be answered by the 

document. 

3.7 Promoting the Phase 1 Engagement 

A series of additional activities were undertaken to raise awareness of the Phase 1 

engagement, as set out below. 

3.7.1 Community Newsletter 

At the start of Phase 1 engagement, a newsletter was sent to the 12,451 addresses 

within the engagement zone (as detailed in section 3.4.1), to introduce the Project 

and notify consultees of the Phase 1 engagement and how they could get involved. 

This sought to ensure that all properties and businesses within a 1km radius of the 

individual site boundaries and the cable route (see Figure 2) received a newsletter 

and were informed of the Phase 1 engagement launch. 

3.7.2 Project Website 
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The project website was updated to coincide with the launch of Phase 1 engagement 

on 16th June 2026. The updated website provided further information about the 

Proposed Development and project documents. 

A 20-page project brochure was published on the website, enabling local 

communities and other interested parties to explore the proposals in greater detail. 

The brochure included information about: 

 Brockwell Energy; 

 The Proposed Development, including the individual sites, early draft cable 

corridor route, and site selection process; 

 The proposed technologies, how they work and why they are needed; 

 The planning process, including information about NSIPs and the anticipated 

project timeline;  

 The project’s key benefits, including the proposed Legacy Fund;  

 The environmental assessments that will be undertaken, and design, 

mitigation and enhancement measures;  

 How to contact the project team and provide feedback.  

A copy of the brochure is provided in Appendix 7.2.4. 

Interactive map 

An interactive map was created and published on the project website to coincide with 

the launch of Phase 1 engagement. It identified the individual site parcels and 

provided detailed information about their locations, together with the proposed 

design, mitigation and enhancement measures relevant to each parcel. 

The map also presented several potential cable corridors being considered through 

the cable route optioneering process. Phase 1 engagement provided an early 

opportunity for local communities and stakeholders to comment on the potential 

route options and offer any local knowledge. The indicative corridors shown on the 

map were up to approximately 100 metres wide, allowing flexibility to refine and 

determine the final routing in response to technical assessments, environmental 

considerations and consultation feedback. 

A screenshot of the interactive map can be seen in Figure 4 below. 
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Figure 4: Interactive map for Phase 1 engagement 

Throughout the Phase 1 engagement period, the pages on the website received 

8746 views. 

The website remains live and will be updated in line with key project milestones. 

 

Figure 5: Extract of project website home page.  
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3.7.3 Email Outreach Campaign 

To maximise awareness of the launch of the Phase 1 engagement, emails were sent 

to consultees that had been identified as ‘key stakeholders’ ahead of the Phase 1 

engagement launch. The email introduced the Project and gave a brief overview of 

the proposal. This was followed by a second email that included details of the 

webinar and Phase 1 engagement.  

To further encourage engagement, elected stakeholders (ward councillors and MPs) 

were offered Project briefings ahead of the Phase 1 engagement.  

3.7.4 Press Engagement & Advertising  

A Phase 1 engagement advert was published in the Derby Telegraph on Tuesday 

16th June and the Derbyshire Times on Thursday 18th June 2026. The Derby 

Telegraph and the Derbyshire Times cover the engagement zone and surrounding 

area. A copy of the Phase 1 engagement adverts can be found in Appendix C. 

A press release was also distributed to local and regional media outlets on 15 June 

2026 with the aim of reaching members of the public within the engagement zone 

and those in South Derbyshire with an interest in the project. A copy of the press 

release can be found in Appendix D. 

3.8 Responding to the Phase 1 engagement 

3.8.1 Feedback Methods 

To ensure that consultees could engage with the Project proposals and Phase 1 

engagement meaningfully, feedback to the Phase 1 engagement could be provided 

via a range of methods: 

 Online at the webinar event 

 Using the online feedback form on the Project website 

 By writing a letter and sending it to FREEPOST CASTLE WAY ENERGY 

 By sending an email to info@castlewayenergy.co.uk  

 Feedback Form 
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An online feedback form, asking a series of questions about different aspects of the 

proposals, was produced and made available from the launch of the Phase 1 

engagement. 

Feedback was invited on a series of themes including: 

 General or specific comments on the Project. 

 Factors on or near the proposed site for the Project which should be 

considered when developing proposals. 

 Opportunities for environmental enhancements as part of the Project. 

 Brockwell Energy’s Legacy Fund and how the respondents would like to see 

the fund used in their area. 
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4. Feedback Process 

4.1 Introduction  

This section describes how feedback received during the Phase 1 engagement was 

processed and analysed. 

All feedback received was saved to Brockwell Energy’s Customer Relationship 

Management (CRM) System, Participatr. This is a secure database that logs project 

engagement and allows every interaction to be ‘tagged’ so that the key issues raised 

in it are highlighted. 

4.2 Processing  

4.2.1 Online Feedback Forms 

The feedback form was available on the Project website. Forms were saved 

automatically to Participatr upon completion. 

4.2.2 Letters 

Letters received through the Freepost address were collected, scanned and then 

securely stored. The information included within the letters received was then 

manually input into Participatr using the same format as was used for the feedback 

forms. 

4.2.3 Email Feedback 

Emails received during the Phase 1 engagement period and any accompanying 

attachments were logged as ‘Interactions’ in Participatr.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

22 
 

5.  Feedback Analysis 

5.1 Introduction  

Feedback analysis was completed via the interactions log on Participatr, which 

allows you to tag and track common trends raised in stakeholder correspondence.   

A custom list was created in agreement with the Project team. In total, 16 key issues 

were identified and underneath these sat sub-issues. The issues and sub-issues 

were largely aligned with specific chapters or topics to be addressed within the wider 

Environmental Impact Assessments process.  

Every stakeholder interaction on Participatr was then ‘tagged’ with an issue and/or 

sub issue. If the interaction contained more than one issue, all of these were 

captured. A list of these issues and sub-issues is available in Appendix C. 

5.2 Feedback Received 

5.2.1 Note on Interpreting Feedback 

This section of the report describes the feedback received to the Phase 1 

engagement. As with all engagements, respondents were self-selecting and are not 

statistically representative of the population that was consulted or that may be 

affected by the proposals.  

5.3 Participation 

During the course of the Phase 1 engagement, a total of 424 feedback responses 

were received from stakeholders and local communities. This includes 

questionnaires, feedback emails and letters received. It doesn’t include general 

emails from stakeholders (i.e., meeting organisation). 

Of these, there were 278 emails, 138 questionnaire responses, and eight letters.  

During the engagement period, the project team received email responses from 

several key stakeholders, including Cllr Martyn Ford, Boylestone Parish Council, 

Church Broughton Parish Council, Etwall Parish Council, Egginton Parish Council, 

Tutbury Parish Council, and Willington Parish Council. These responses were 
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analysed using the method outlined above, and the key themes have been 

incorporated into the issues and responses table. 

5.4 Feedback Received 

5.4.1 Template Responses 

During the engagement period, an organised campaign encouraged respondents to 

submit a template response to the Project team. As a result, the Project team 

received email submissions alongside completed feedback forms, with many 

respondents submitting either a standard template response or a response closely 

based on that template. Of the 424 responses received, 272 originated as a result of 

the organised campaign.  

5.4.2 Site Overview 

The following provides a general overview of feedback submitted through feedback 

forms, emails and letters. Where a respondent referred to a specific site or to the 

potential effects of the proposals on a particular location, the reference was recorded 

and tallied. 

 

Site B was the most frequently referenced site, mentioned in 47% of responses, 

followed by the Point of Connection at 42%, and the Cable Corridor at 38%. Sites D 

and E were each referenced in around 25% of responses, while Sites A and C 

received fewer mentions, at 13% and 8% respectively. As respondents could refer to 

more than one area, the percentages do not total 100%. 

Options                 Total          %  
Site A, including Aston or 
Sudbury  

57        13 

Site B, including Barton 
Blount or Church 
Broughton  

200        47 

Site C, including Dalbury, 
Etwall, or Trusley  

35         8 

Site D, including Hatton, 
Hilton, Foston, or Marston 
on Dove 

106      25 

Site E, including 
Egginton, Rolleston on 
Dove, or Stretton 

107     25 

POC, including Willington 182    42 
Cable Corridor                                         162 38 
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Note: As this is a multiple-choice question, the percentages add up to more than 100%.   

5.4.3 Feedback by Site 

The table below presents the two most frequently raised issues associated with each 

project area. As respondents could identify multiple areas and issues, it is intended 

to provide a high-level summary rather than a complete breakdown of the feedback. 

Agricultural land and food production was a prominent concern across the project, 

ranking as the most frequently raised issue for four sites and the second most 

frequently raised issue for the Cable Corridor. Flooding was the leading issue for Site 

E. Construction and HGV traffic ranked second across four project areas, while grid-

connection and transmission infrastructure was the leading issue for the Cable 

Corridor and the second most frequently raised issue for two sites. 

The table below presents a high-level summary with the two most frequently raised 

issues associated with each project area. As respondents could identify multiple 

areas and issues, this provides a high-level summary  

Agricultural land and food production was a key concern, with this being the top 

issue for 4 Sites and the second highest issue for the cable corridors. For Site E, 

flooding was identified as the top issue. Construction and HGV traffic was a key 

second concern for 4 sites, closely followed by cable-grid connection infrastructure 

as a top issue for the cable route and a key second concern for 2 sites.  

Area               Top issue          Second issue  
Site A Agricultural land and food 

production – 52 
Construction and HGV traffic - 
46 

Site B Agricultural land and food 
production – 166 

Construction and HGV traffic - 
137 

Site C Agricultural land and food 
production - 25  

Cable/grid-connection 
infrastructure - 20 

Site D Agricultural land and food 
production - 79  

Construction and HGV traffic - 
67 

Site E Flooding at Egginton - 89 Cable/grid-connection 
infrastructure - 52 

POC Substations and associated 
infrastructure - 32 

Construction and HGV traffic - 
26 

Cable 
Corridor 

Cable/grid-connection 
infrastructure - 129 

Agricultural land and food 
production - 107 
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5.4.4 Feedback Overview 

While a full assessment of each issue raised at Phase 1 will be undertaken for the 

Phase 2 engagement phase, at this stage a summary of the top 5 issues raised 

across the feedback as a whole has been provided below.  

Aside from general objections to the principle of development, access, traffic and the 

local road network was the most frequently referenced issue, appearing in 326 

responses. Construction and HGV traffic was the most common concern within this 

theme, raised in 216 responses. Respondents also highlighted congestion, delays 

and road closures; access for emergency services; effects on the A38, A50 and 

A516; the suitability and condition of local roads; and road safety for pedestrians, 

cyclists and horse riders. 

Site selection and land use was the next most frequently referenced issue, raised in 

299 responses. Feedback focused particularly on the loss of agricultural land and the 

potential effect on food production, identified in 261 responses. Other issues 

included agrivoltaics, alternative locations, the cumulative effect of development, 

prioritising brownfield land, rooftops and car parks, and the proximity of the 

proposals to homes and villages. 

Ecology and biodiversity were raised in 295 responses. The most frequently 

identified ecological issue was the potential effect on birds, birds of prey and ground-

nesting birds, mentioned in 131 responses. Respondents also raised concerns about 

pollinator and wildflower habitats, protected species and habitats, the retention of 

existing hedgerows, trees and green spaces, and wildlife corridors and habitat 

connectivity. 

Landscape and visual impact were raised in 282 responses, with general landscape 

and visual effects identified in 191 responses. Specific concerns included glint and 

glare, the industrialisation of the countryside, the loss of tranquillity and dark skies, 

the Project’s scale, density and visibility, security fencing, CCTV and lighting, and 

effects on the area’s rural character. 

Residential and community impact was also raised in 282 responses. Within this 

theme, 145 responses referred to potential effects on quality of life and residential 
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amenity. Other key issues included property values and the proximity of the 

proposals to homes and villages. 

A full breakdown of issues and sub-issues raised can be found in Appendix C. 
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Issues and Responses Overview  

Traffic, Access and Suitability of Local Roads 

Issue Summary  Response 
Local roads - 
general 
comments 

Some respondents 
described local roads 
around the proposed sites 
as narrow, poorly 
maintained or unsuitable for 
regular HGV and 
construction traffic. 

We are undertaking a series of surveys and assessments to understand the potential 
impact of construction traffic on the local road network and identify any improvements 
or mitigation measures that may be required. Any proposed measures will be set out in 
our Outline Construction and Decommissioning Traffic Management Plan (CDTMP). 
 

Local roads – 
specific 
concerns 

Some respondents raised 
concerns about key 
connecting roads, such as 
the A38 and A50. 

We are undertaking a series of surveys and assessments to understand the potential 
impact of construction traffic on the local road network and identify any improvements 
or mitigation measures that may be required. Any proposed measures will be set out in 
our Outline CDTMP 
 

Traffic  Some respondents 
expressed concerns about 
the potential traffic increase 
during construction.  

We are undertaking a series of surveys and assessments to understand the potential 
impact of construction traffic on the local road network and identify any improvements 
or mitigation measures that may be required. Any proposed measures will be set out in 
our Outline CDTMP.  
 
 

Emergency 
service access 

Some respondents raised 
concerns about the 
development’s impact on 
emergency service access 

We are still confirming our construction access routes, and which roads may need to be 
closed. We will commit to ensure access for emergency access vehicles will remain 
during the construction, operation and decommissioning of the project.  
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Community  

Issue Summary  Response 
Legacy Fund 
suggestions 

Some respondents 
suggested using the Legacy 
Fund to support local people 
through sports clubs and 
community facilities, 
including Hilton Cricket 
Club, as well as local 
wellbeing initiatives and 
environmental projects. 

We are exploring options for how the Legacy Fund could be operated. We will be 
seeking views on how the Fund could be distributed, including who should be eligible to 
receive the funding, during our Phase 2 engagement. 
 

Legacy Fund 
criticism  

Some respondents criticised 
the offering of a Legacy 
Fund, describing this ‘a 
bribe’.  

Brockwell Energy aims to bring localised benefits to the area by working with those 
local communities hosting this project through offering a Legacy Fund.  
 
The Legacy Fund could support valued local services and initiatives, including sports 
clubs, community facilities, wellbeing programmes and environmental projects. 
 
We are exploring options for how the Legacy Fund could be operated. We will be 
seeking views on how the Fund could be distributed, including who should be eligible to 
receive the funding, during our Phase 2 engagement. 
 

Culture & 
Heritage 

Some respondents 
expressed concern about 
the potential impact of the 
project on the area’s cultural 
heritage and sites of 
historical significance. 

We have undertaken heritage desk studies, site visits and photographic surveys to 
identify heritage assets within and around the Proposed Development, including listed 
buildings, conservation areas and scheduled monuments. 
 
We are engaging closely with Historic England and the relevant county archaeology 
teams to agree the appropriate approach to assessing and managing potential impacts 
on archaeology and heritage, including measures to mitigate impacts during 
construction. 
The Environmental Statement (ES) will also assess potential effects on built heritage 
and identify measures to avoid, reduce or mitigate adverse effects. Further information 
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on our archaeological surveys, assessment findings and mitigation strategies will be 
provided in the ES, which will be submitted alongside our Development Consent Order 
(DCO) application.  

Tourism  Respondents suggested 
that the visual impact of the 
development may deter 
tourists and harm the area’s 
appeal to visitors  

We are undertaking several assessments to understand the potential economic 
impacts of Castle Way Energy, including any impacts on local tourism. This includes 
considering potential effects on visitors using the local countryside, public rights of way, 
recreational routes and heritage assets. 
 
The findings will help inform the project design and identify appropriate measures to 
avoid, reduce or mitigate potential impacts where possible. The assessment findings 
and proposed measures will be reported in the ES. 
 

Local 
businesses – 
general 
comments 

Some respondents raised 
concerns the effect of the 
development on local 
businesses.  

We are undertaking assessments to understand the potential impacts of Castle Way 
Energy on local businesses. This includes considering potential effects on employment 
and the wider local economy, as well as potential benefits such as local employment 
and supply-chain opportunities during construction. 
 
Where potential impacts are identified, we will consider appropriate measures to avoid, 
reduce or mitigate them where possible. The findings will be reported in the ES. 
 

Local 
businesses – 
specific  

Some respondents raised 
concerns about specific 
businesses, including Derby 
Airfield, Hilton Cricket Club, 
and several equestrian 
facilities. 

We are undertaking assessments to understand the potential impacts of Castle Way 
Energy on local businesses. Where potential impacts are identified, we will consider 
appropriate measures to avoid, reduce or mitigate them where possible. 
 
We have been in contact with specific local businesses, including Derby Airfield, Hilton 
Cricket Club and Mercia Marina, where appropriate to discuss how the Castle Way 
Energy proposals may impact their operations. This engagement is helping us 
understand how these facilities operate and identify any specific issues that need to be 
considered as the design and assessments progress. The findings and any proposed 
mitigation will be reported in the ES. 
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Property 
values  

Respondents raised 
concerns about the potential 
impact of the project on 
local property values. 

Property assessors report that solar farms generally have no measurable impact on 
property values. Negative perceptions tend to be strongest for unscreened facilities.  
 
Our proposals for Castle Way Energy will include landscaping improvements and 
screening measures to minimise visual effects and help strengthen the existing 
landscape character and structure. The design seeks to retain existing hedgerows and 
trees wherever practicable and provide additional planting to reduce views of above-
ground infrastructure as it establishes. The design has also been refined to provide 
appropriate offsets from residential properties and public rights of way. 
 
An Outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan will be included with the DCO 
Application and will set out how the proposed landscaping and environmental 
enhancements will be established and managed over the longer term. 
 

 

 

Cable route  

Issue Summary  Response 
Construction  Some respondents 

raised concerns about 
the construction of the 
cable route and its 
potential effects on the 
local area, particularly 
farmland, roads and 
access. 

We are currently undertaking a range of surveys and assessments to understand the potential 
impacts of the Castle Way Energy proposals, including the construction of the cable route. 
 
The preliminary findings from these assessments will be shared as part of our Phase 2 
engagement. The full findings will be presented in the ES, which will be submitted as part of our 
DCO application. 
 

Location Some respondents 
questioned the 
location of the 
proposed cable route. 

The cable route design is not yet fixed and is going through an optioneering process looking at 
the engineering requirements, local context, and environmental and community constraints. We 
are working to understand areas where underground cables would be preferred to above 
ground infrastructure, based on a range of potential impacts. Our aim is to work through a 
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considered design process to arrive at an optimum route and mix of below or above ground 
infrastructure.  
 
We presented several routes to the community in our Phase 1 engagement in order to obtain 
feedback and ensure that a full spectrum of options is being considered in the design evolution 
process.  
 

Underground 
cables 

Some respondents 
requested that the 
developer use 
underground cables to 
minimise the proposed 
cable route’s visual 
impact. 
 

The cable route design is not yet fixed and is going through an optioneering process. We are 
working to understand areas where underground cables would be preferred to above ground 
infrastructure, based on a range of potential impacts.  
 
Our aim is to work through a considered design process to arrive at the optimum route and mix 
of below or above ground infrastructure. 

 

Hydrology 

Issue Summary  Response 
Flooding – 
general 
comments 

Some respondents 
raised concerns 
about the potential 
risk of increasing 
flooding risk  

Early flood-risk reviews have been undertaken for parts of the Proposed Development and the 
proposed cable routes. These reviews consider rivers, streams, floodplains, existing drainage 
systems, groundwater and surface-water flow routes.  
 
Flood risk is being considered as an important part of the evolving design of Castle Way 
Energy proposals. We are reviewing the different potential sources of flooding affecting the 
project, including river and surface-water flooding, and this information is being used to help 
refine the proposed layout. 
 
A Flood Risk Assessment will support the DCO application and will assess the potential effect 
of the project on flood risk both within the development area and elsewhere. Where more 
detailed information is required to understand flood mechanisms or potential effects, further 
technical assessment and hydraulic modelling will be undertaken. 
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A Surface Water Drainage Strategy will also be prepared to set out how runoff from relevant 
elements of the development will be managed. The project team is continuing to engage with 
the Environment Agency and relevant Lead Local Flood Authorities as this work progresses, 
supported by site-specific flood-risk assessments, hydraulic modelling and surface-water 
assessments where required.  
 
The strategy will manage surface water runoff, prevent erosion and avoid untreated sediment 
entering local watercourses.  
 
Surface water from the development will be managed through appropriately designed 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). The drainage design will seek to maintain existing 
drainage pathways and natural flood-flow routes, protect floodplain storage and take account of 
future climate change. The detailed measures will be informed by ongoing surveys, modelling 
and consultation with the relevant authorities. 

Flooding – 
specific 
comments  

Some respondents 
raised specific 
concerns about 
flooding at Site B and 
Site E. 

We recognise the concerns raised regarding existing flood and drainage conditions at Sites B 
and E. Local evidence regarding flooded roads, blocked culverts, drainage problems, high 
groundwater levels and river flooding is being reviewed alongside published flood information, 
site observations and consultation feedback. 
 
Concerns raised about flooding at individual development areas have been reviewed as the 
scheme has evolved. Flood-risk information is being considered on a site-specific basis, taking 
account of relevant river, surface-water and drainage mechanisms. 
 
The findings are being used to inform the evolving development layout and to identify where 
additional surveys, hydraulic modelling or other detailed assessment may be required.  
 
The Flood Risk Assessment submitted with the DCO application will explain the flood-risk 
characteristics of the final scheme and the measures incorporated to ensure that the 
development does not increase flood risk elsewhere. 
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Surface water from the development will be managed through appropriately designed SuDS. 
The design will seek to locate infrastructure away from areas of greatest flood risk where 
practicable and maintain existing drainage pathways, flood-flow routes and floodplain storage. 
The detailed response for Sites B and E will be informed by ongoing assessment, modelling 
and consultation. 
 

BESS in 
flood-risk 
areas 

Some respondents 
raised concerns 
about whether BESS 
facilities can be safely 
hosted in areas that 
flood regularly.  

Flood risk is being considered as part of the developing layout for the Battery Energy Storage 
System (BESS). The design will seek to locate key infrastructure away from areas of greatest 
flood risk where practicable. Site-specific flood-risk assessments, hydraulic modelling and 
surface-water assessments will inform the location, layout, platform levels, access 
arrangements and drainage design for the BESS. 
 
Flood risk will form part of the consideration of the location and design of BESS and other 
critical electrical infrastructure. The project team is reviewing flood-risk information alongside 
other environmental, engineering and operational constraints as the layout develops. 
 
Where BESS infrastructure is proposed in an area potentially affected by flooding, the Flood 
Risk Assessment will consider the nature of the flood risk, appropriate resilience measures and 
access requirements.  
 
Battery safety and emergency management will also be considered through the project’s 
battery-safety work and engagement with the relevant emergency services. 
 
We will consult with Derbyshire Fire and Rescue on the location, layout and management 
strategies for the BESS. Further information on battery safety will be provided in the outline 
battery safety management plan, which will be submitted alongside the DCO application. 
 
The flood-risk and drainage assessments will also consider safe access, existing drainage 
pathways, flood-flow routes, floodplain storage and the potential effects of climate change. The 
ES will report the findings and explain the measures incorporated into the design to manage 
flood risk. 
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Site selection  

Issue  Summary  Response 
Loss of agricultural land Some respondents 

objected to taking 
productive farmland out of 
food production for the 
project’s operational life. 

Government policy identifies how land type should not be a predominating 
factor in determining the suitability of sites.  Where sites are located on 
agricultural land, government is supportive of solar that is co-located with other 
functions (for example, agriculture, onshore wind generation, or storage) to 
maximise the efficiency of land use. 
 
Agricultural land quality is currently being assessed through an Agricultural 
Land Classification survey. This work will identify the quality of agricultural land 
within the Proposed Development, including the extent of any Best and Most 
Versatile (BMV) agricultural land. 
 
 
The design and layout will seek to minimise the physical disturbance and loss 
of agricultural land, where practicable. The areas where agricultural land would 
be permanently affected are expected to be limited to infrastructure such as 
substations, battery energy storage facilities, access tracks and associated 
infrastructure. 
  
Once the Agricultural Land Classification survey findings are available, they 
will be used to inform the ongoing design process and help minimise effects on 
higher-quality agricultural land where practicable, taking account of 
environmental, engineering and operational requirements. 
 
The land under option is a joint agreement with local landowners, many of 
whom are local farmers seeking to diversify their income. Typically, landowners 
agree to the inclusion of land that will support their overall agricultural 
business.  
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Income generated from hosting solar infrastructure can subsidise and 
therefore protect the continued operation of an agricultural business. 
 
The land can still be productive with grazing and potential other dual use 
proposals. Much of the Site would remain available for agricultural activities 
such as livestock grazing throughout the operational life of the Proposed 
Development, allowing renewable energy generation and agricultural use to 
coexist on the same land. 
 
These activities, coupled with routine site maintenance will maintain 
employment on the land throughout the projects 40-year lifespan. 
 
The Site will be returned to a condition suitable for return to its original use 
after decommissioning in accordance with an agreed restoration strategy. The 
approach to soil handling, storage and reinstatement will be set out within an 
Outline Soils Management Plan submitted as part of the DCO application. 

Alternative locations Some respondents 
suggested locating solar 
panels on brownfield land, 
warehouse and industrial 
roofs, car parks or 
previously developed 
sites instead of farmland.  

Alternative locations for solar panels, including roofs, warehouses and car 
parks, are becoming an increasingly familiar sight. However, these installations 
alone cannot deliver the volume of cheap and reliable low-carbon electricity 
needed to meet national climate and energy security targets.  
 
Both industrial and ground-mounted solar play an important role in the UK’s 
future energy mix. 

Cumulative development Some respondents raised 
concerns about the 
cumulative effects of 
existing and proposed 
developments in the area. 

The ES will include a cumulative effects assessment, which considers the 
potential combined effects of the Proposed Development together with other 
relevant existing, consented and proposed developments within the 
surrounding area. 
 
This assessment will consider whether effects on environmental topics such as 
landscape and visual amenity, heritage, ecology, transport, noise, air quality, 
flood risk, recreation and local communities could combine with those arising 
from other developments. 
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The findings will help identify where additional mitigation or design measures 
may be required and will be reported within the ES submitted alongside the 
DCO application. 
 

Willington substation   Some respondents 
queried why the 
developments were not 
located closer to the 
Willington substation 

Our site selection process considered planning and environmental 
designations and specific sensitive receptors in accordance with the guidance 
on ‘factors influencing site selection’ that forms part of the Government’s 
national policy statements. Following this, we approached landowners within 
our search zone to gauge their interest in being part of our project. From the 
offers we received, we reviewed the land to establish the most suitable areas 
for our project. 
 

Proximity to residences  Some respondents raised 
concerns about the 
project’s proximity to local 
residences. 

We are proposing a minimum offset of 50 metres from the solar panels to 
residential properties. We will also seek to include areas of new planting, likely 
to include diverse grassland and meadows, trees and hedgerows. Once 
established, this new planting has the potential to result in a reduction of the 
level of landscape and visual effects from residential properties.  

 

Landscape, visual and noise 

Issue Summary  Response 
Landscape  Respondents expressed 

concern that the 
development would 
adversely affect the 
surrounding natural 
landscape. 

We are currently undertaking a range of surveys and assessments to understand the 
potential impacts of the Castle Way Energy proposals, including a Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment and a Noise Assessment. The landscape work completed 
to date includes a review of published landscape information, preparation of initial 
visibility mapping and summer fieldwork from publicly accessible locations. 
 
The existing landscape includes farmland, hedgerows, trees, watercourses, 
settlements, roads, public rights of way and existing energy infrastructure. The 
assessment is considering how the Proposed Development could affect these 
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features and the character of the surrounding landscape. The design is being 
informed by the existing landform, field patterns and vegetation, with existing trees 
and hedgerows retained where practicable and new planting proposed to strengthen 
the landscape framework. 
 
The preliminary findings from these assessments will be shared as part of our Phase 
2 engagement. The full findings will be presented in the ES, which will be submitted 
as part of our DCO application. 

Visual  Some respondents 
expressed concerns about 
the visual impact of the 
project. 

We are currently undertaking a range of surveys and assessments to understand the 
potential impacts of the Castle Way Energy proposals, including a Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment and a Noise Assessment. Initial visibility mapping and 
landscape fieldwork have been undertaken to identify locations from which the 
Proposed Development may be visible, including nearby homes, settlements, roads 
and public rights of way. 
 
The emerging design seeks to reduce visual effects by responding to the existing 
landform and vegetation, retaining trees and hedgerows where practicable, providing 
suitable offsets and introducing additional planting. The assessment will consider 
how views may change as the planting establishes over time. 
 
The preliminary findings from these assessments will be shared as part of our Phase 
2 engagement. The full findings will be presented in the ES, which will be submitted 
as part of our DCO application. 
 

Glint and glare Some respondents 
expressed concerns about 
the potential impact of glint 
and glare from the solar 
panels. 

We are currently undertaking a Glint and Glare Assessment to understand the 
potential impacts of the Castle Way Energy proposals. The work completed to date 
has identified nearby homes, roads, public rights of way, airports and airfields that 
may require assessment. This includes ongoing engagement with Derby Airport 
regarding the assessment approach and potential effects on aviation operations. 
 
Computer modelling will be used to identify whether reflections could affect nearby 
receptors. Where significant effects are identified, potential measures may include 
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changes to the solar layout or appropriate screening, subject to the location and type 
of receptor. 
 
The preliminary findings from the assessment will be shared as part of our Phase 2 
engagement. The full findings will be presented in the ES, which will be submitted as 
part of our DCO application. 

PRoWs Some respondents raised 
concerns about the project’s 
potential impact on several 
popular PRoWs. 

The existing alignment of Public Rights of Way will be retained where practicable 
and will have a minimum offset buffer of 15m on both sides between the route and 
solar infrastructure, subject to further assessment. Site visits have been undertaken 
to review the Public Rights of Way network, including how routes are used and their 
existing access arrangements.  
 
We will explore opportunities to enhance public footpaths or create new ones 
associated with the project where design and environmental considerations allow. 
Potential improvements may include upgraded access gates and signage.  
 
Temporary closure, diversion, or managed crossings may be required during 
construction and decommissioning.   
 
A Public Rights of Way Management Plan will set out how access, temporary 
changes and interactions with construction activity will be managed. 
 

Construction 
noise 

Some respondents raised 
concerns about noise from 
HGVs and construction 
activity 

We are currently undertaking a range of surveys and assessments to understand the 
potential impacts of the Castle Way Energy proposals, including construction noise 
and vibration. Baseline noise surveys have been undertaken at parts of the 
Proposed Development, with further monitoring and assessment ongoing. 
 
The assessment will consider noise and vibration from construction machinery, 
earthworks, deliveries and Heavy Goods Vehicle movements, including potential 
effects on nearby homes and other sensitive locations. 
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The preliminary findings from these assessments will be shared as part of our Phase 
2 engagement. The full findings will be presented in the ES, which will be submitted 
as part of our DCO application. 
 
An Outline CEMP will set out measures to manage and control potential construction 
impacts, including noise and dust. Measures may include suitable working hours, 
controlled deliveries, well-maintained plant and temporary screening where required. 
 

Operational noise Some respondents raised 
concerns about the project’s 
noise during the operational 
phase 

Solar panels are effectively silent. However, supporting electrical equipment, 
including inverters, transformers, substations and battery cooling equipment where 
included, can generate operational noise. 
 
Baseline noise surveys are informing the assessment, and computer modelling will 
be undertaken using noise information for the proposed equipment to predict noise 
levels at nearby homes and other sensitive locations. 
 
The design will seek to locate electrical equipment away from sensitive locations 
where reasonably practicable. Quieter equipment, separation distances, acoustic 
barriers or enclosures will be considered where the assessment identifies that these 
measures are required. Equipment will also be appropriately maintained throughout 
operation. 

Lighting  Some respondents raised 
concerns about security 
lighting and light spill effects 
on nearby homes, road 
users, wildlife and dark 
skies.  

During the operation phase, the Site will not be permanently lit. Security lighting will 
be required around key electrical infrastructure and will be limited to manually 
operated lights or passive infrared systems. This lighting will only be used 
intermittently for maintenance or in the event of an emergency during hours of 
darkness. 
 
Lighting will be designed and positioned to minimise unnecessary light spill towards 
nearby homes, roads, habitats and other sensitive locations. The lighting approach 
will also consider species that may be sensitive to artificial light, including bats. 
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Lighting during the construction and decommissioning phases will be managed in 
line with relevant good-practice measures through the applicable environmental 
management plans. Measures will seek to limit lighting to the locations and periods 
in which it is required and reduce light spill beyond working areas. 
 
The Site is not located within an area identified as sensitive to dark skies, and 
lighting effects during these phases are expected to be limited in extent, intensity, 
and duration. This conclusion will be confirmed through the ongoing assessment. 
   
 

 

Ecology & biodiversity  

Issue Summary  Response 
Biodiversity  Some respondents raised 

concerns about the project’s 
potential impact on the 
area’s biodiversity.  

The Applicant is committed to minimising impacts on biodiversity and delivering 
habitat creation and enhancement throughout the Proposed Development.  
 
The Biodiversity Net Gain assessment will be undertaken in line with the statutory 
requirements applicable to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects, due to take 
effect on 2nd November 2026. The project commits to maximising biodiversity gains 
across the Order Limits and will seek to exceed the minimum 10% requirement 
where practicable.  
  
Habitat establishment periods will be dependent on the types of habitats created, 
with the time required to achieve target condition determined by the relevant 
assumptions and parameters within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The delivery 
programme will take account of these establishment periods to support the 
achievement of the Biodiversity Net Gain target. 
 
The project team is undertaking a series of assessments and surveys related to 
ecology, biodiversity, and habitat management. Work completed or commenced to 
date includes habitat, botanical, breeding bird, badger, bat, amphibian, otter, water 
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vole and river habitat surveys. Ecological records have also been reviewed to 
identify designated sites, priority habitats and protected or notable species within 
and around the Proposed Development. 
 
The Applicant presents an opportunity to deliver ecological and biodiversity 
enhancements through habitat creation, improved ecological connections and 
features such as bird and bat boxes. The proposed measures will be set out through 
the Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy and relevant ecological and landscape 
management plans submitted with the DCO application. 
 

Wildlife, Species 
& Habitats 

Some respondents raised 
concerns about the potential 
impact of the project on 
local wildlife populations.   

The surveys undertaken to date have identified a range of habitats within and 
around the Proposed Development, including agricultural land, hedgerows, trees, 
ditches, watercourses, grassland, scrub, woodland and ponds. The assessment is 
also considering designated nature conservation sites, Local Wildlife Sites, priority 
habitats, ancient woodland and veteran trees. 
 
The project team is undertaking a series of assessments and surveys related to 
ecology, biodiversity, and habitat management. These surveys consider breeding 
and non-breeding birds, bats, amphibians, reptiles, badgers, otters, water voles, 
brown hares, hedgehogs, invertebrates, fish and other aquatic species. Further 
surveys are ongoing to confirm how particular species use different parts of the Site. 
 
The design will seek to avoid designated sites and important habitats wherever 
practicable, retain existing trees and hedgerows, and provide appropriate buffers 
around woodland, watercourses and other sensitive features. Where effects cannot 
be avoided, measures may include replacement planting, habitat creation, sensitive 
lighting, appropriate timing and supervision of works, and long-term ecological 
management. 
 
The assessment findings and proposed mitigation will be reported in the ES 
submitted with the DCO application. 
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Soil  Some respondents raised 
concerns about the project’s 
potential effects on soil 
quality 

Agricultural Land Classification surveys are being undertaken to identify the quality 
of the agricultural land and the location and extent of any best and most versatile 
agricultural land. Fieldwork has commenced, but the survey findings are not yet 
available. A separate farm impact assessment will consider how the Proposed 
Development could affect individual farming businesses. 
 
An Outline Soils Management Plan (OSMP) will be prepared as part of the DCO 
application. The OSMP will set out measures for handling, storing and reinstating 
soils during construction and decommissioning, informed by the findings of the 
ongoing soil and agricultural land assessments. 
 
Detailed advice on soil management will be provided to ensure that disturbed areas 
can be restored upon decommissioning as far as reasonably practicable, taking 
account of the existing soil profile and land quality. 
 

 

Technology and principle of development  

Issue Summary  Response 
Principle of 
development  

Some 
respondents 
expressed 
general 
opposition to 
the proposals. 

This is noted. 

Renewable Energy Some 
respondents 
accepted the 
need for 
renewable 
energy but felt 
that the 

Solar energy is a proven technology that can generate significant amounts of low-carbon 
electricity.  
 
Castle Way Energy would connect up-to 300MW of solar power, along with up-to 200MW of 
battery storage, to the electricity transmission network at National Grid’s Willington East 
substation and will play an important role in meeting national climate and energy security 
targets. 
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project was 
not the 
appropriate 
way to 
address the 
need. 

 
 

Solar energy Some 
respondents 
questioned the 
efficiency of 
solar energy 

Solar energy is a proven technology that can generate significant amounts of low-carbon 
electricity.  
 
Castle Way Energy would connect up-to 300MW of solar power, along with up-to 200MW of 
battery storage, to the electricity transmission network at National Grid’s Willington East 
substation and will play an important role in meeting national climate and energy security 
targets. 
 

Safety of BESS Some 
respondents 
raised 
concerns 
about the 
safety of 
BESS 

We will be consulting with Derbyshire Fire and Rescue on the location, layout and 
management strategies for the BESS. Further information on battery safety will be provided in 
the outline battery safety management plan, which will be submitted alongside the DCO 
application. 

 

Decommissioning 

Issue  Summary Response 
Restoration plan Some respondents 

queried whether the land, 
soils and habitats could 
be restored after the 
operational period. 

A decommissioning strategy or similar will be a requirement of our DCO.  
 
At the end of the project's operational life, the site will be decommissioned and 
restored to a condition suitable for its original use, in agreement with the 
landowner. A decommissioning bond will be secured with the landowner. 
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Further information on our approach to decommissioning will be presented in 
our ES later in the engagement process. 
 

Decommissioning bond Some respondents 
requested a legally 
enforceable 
decommissioning bond. 

A decommissioning strategy or similar will be a requirement of our DCO, and a 
decommissioning bond or similar will be secured with the landowner. 
 
Further information on our approach to decommissioning will be presented in 
our Environmental Statement later in the engagement process. 
 

 

 

Engagement  

Issue  Summary Response 
Accessibility Some respondents raised 

concerns about the 
accessibility of the 
engagement, noting that 
the webinar and key 
materials were only 
available online. 

We recognise that communities affected by the proposals value opportunities 
to engage directly with the project team. 
 
Castle Way Energy is at an early stage of development, and our Phase 1 
engagement provided an initial opportunity for communities to comment on the 
emerging design. 
 
We will return to the community for Phase 2 engagement, currently scheduled 
for late 2026. This is expected to include in-person events where local 
communities can meet the project team, learn more about the proposals and 
provide feedback directly. 
 

Engagement materials  Some respondents were 
concerned that the 
engagement materials did 
not provide enough 
details and relied on 

Phase 1 took place at an early stage of project development and was intended 
to seek views on the emerging proposals. Since then, the project team has 
continued to develop the environmental evidence base, including further 
review of flood-risk information and engagement with the Environment Agency 
and other technical stakeholders. 
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outdated assessments 
(i.e., flood information) 

 
This updated information is being used to inform the evolving design. Phase 2 
materials will provide further information on how the proposals have developed 
and how environmental considerations, including flood risk, have influenced 
that evolution. 
 
The initial findings from our ongoing surveys and assessments will be 
presented during our Phase 2 engagement, currently scheduled for late 2026.  
 

Site-specific assessments Some respondents 
requested separate 
assessments for 
individual sites, 
particularly Site E. 

Environmental assessments will consider the characteristics and potential 
effects associated with the individual development areas where relevant. The 
level and form of assessment will reflect the environmental risks identified at 
each location. 
 
For example, flood-risk work is considering the different flood mechanisms 
affecting individual parts of the project and identifying where further detailed 
assessment or hydraulic modelling is required.  
 
The findings will be brought together within the environmental information 
supporting the DCO application. 
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5.5 Change Requests and Responses 

The information below details the specific change requests received through the feedback channels and the responses provided to 
each. 

Issue  Response 

 
Install a minimum offset to solar 
panels from Lodge Hill farm. 

A minimum 50m offset is proposed to residential properties at Lodge Hill Farm 

Use existing electricity infrastructure 
to support cable connection. 

The cable route design will follow existing electrical infrastructure where possible and will be 
confirmed through engagement with National Grid. 

Locate all new cables in the same 
area to keep the electrical 
infrastructure together. 

Cables will be grouped together in trenches wherever possible across the site. Exact cable 
trench profiles and layout will be confirmed at detailed design. 

Cables should be buried to reduce 
visual impact. 

A significant proportion of the project cabling will be buried underground to reduce the visual 
impact, where possible.  

Create temporary access roads along 
direct routes for use throughout the 
project. 

The location of temporary access roads for construction is currently being considered and will 
be determined ahead of the project application submission.  
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Increase the Biodiversity Net Gain 
target to at least 20%, with the aim of 
achieving this during the initial build 
phase and within two years. 

The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment will be undertaken in line with the statutory 
requirements applicable to Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs), took effect on 
2 November 2026. The project commits to maximising biodiversity gains across the Order 
Limits and will seek to exceed the minimum 10% requirement where practicable.  
  
Habitat establishment periods be dependent on the types of habitats created, with the time 
required to achieve target condition determined by the relevant assumptions and parameters 
within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The delivery programme will take account of these 
establishment periods to support the achievement of the BNG target. 
 

Locate the BESS adjacent to the 
Willington 400kV substation. 

Multiple location options for the BESS are currently being considered with the final location to 
be determined ahead of the project application submission. 

Use the land at Site B for ground 
source heat pumps instead of solar 
panels to provide heating to the area 
and reduce electricity use. 

Ground source heat pumps are designed to provide low-carbon heating rather than generate 
renewable electricity. The Project has received a grid connection from National Grid to export 
300MW of electricity to the national grid. Ground source heat pumps would not meet the 
objectives of the Project and therefore not considered a suitable alternative to solar PV.  

Minimise surface water runoff and 
flooding and improve existing 
drainage. 

Flood risk and drainage are being considered throughout development of the project. The 
design will seek to avoid increasing flood risk elsewhere and appropriate surface-water 
management measures will be incorporated where required. 
 
The project is also reviewing opportunities for drainage, flood resilience and environmental 
enhancement where these can be appropriately integrated into the design. Measures relied 
upon by the assessment will be described within the Flood Risk Assessment and associated 
drainage information supporting the DCO application. 

Maintain the existing Black Poplar 
trees at Site D and plant additional 
trees along the north-facing 
boundaries. 

Current designs seek to place all infrastructure within existing field boundaries, where access is 
required, existing field entrances will be prioritised.  
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Minimise grass cutting and enhance 
the grassland with traditional meadow 
seed following installation. 

An outline Landscape and Ecology Management plan will be produced as part of the 
application, detailing the management prescriptions and enhancement measures proposed for 
the development.  

Install screening measures along the 
Great Northern Greenway to reduce 
visual impact. 

Existing field boundary vegetation will be retained and enhanced with gapping up proposed 
where suitable. Additional planting will be proposed to provide additional screening where 
necessary.  

Install wide, dense native hedgerow 
and woodland buffers along the Site 
D boundaries to screen the 
infrastructure from residential view. 

 Existing field boundary vegetation will be retained and enhanced with gapping up proposed 
where suitable. Additional planting will be proposed to provide additional screening where 
necessary. 

Install wide, dense native hedgerow 
and woodland buffers along Site D 
boundaries to screen the 
infrastructure from nearby homes. 

As above.  

Land disturbed by cable trenching 
must be fully reinstated with high-
quality native wildflower seeding to 
support local pollinators. 

Along the cable route, the land will be restored back to prior use/habitat to reduce impact.  

Fully reinstate land disturbed by 
cable trenching using high-quality 
native wildflower seed to support 
local pollinators. 

As above 

Include a Vulnerable Road User risk 
assessment in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) for Derby 
Road, including the potential closure 
of the A50 bypass. 

The EIA will include a review of road safety with a VRU and road safety audits to be a 
requirement of any consent. Consideration will also be given to construction traffic from other 
developments and other road maintenance programmes within the CTMP. 

Include a binding requirement in the 
CTMP to halt or severely restrict 
project-related HGV movements on 
Derby Road during A50 bypass 
disruptions. 

As above, consideration will also be given to construction traffic from other developments and 
other road maintenance programmes within the CTMP. 
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Promote wildflower growth to support 
local pollinators. 

The oLEMP will provide indicative seed mixes for the Proposed Development. These will be 
chosen at the detailed design stage once individual site conditions are known and the best 
options can be pursued. 

Consider the large unused area of 
land northwest of the Toyota factory 
as a potential site for solar panels. 

The Applicant received a grid connection offer from NESO at the National Grid Willington 400kV 
Substation. Following receipt of the offer, an initial site identification exercise was undertaken to 
locate suitable solar development opportunities within a 12km radius of the proposed point of 
connection (POC). Landowners within the search area were subsequently approached to 
determine their willingness to lease land for the development of a solar farm and where willing, 
suitability of the land was assessed prior to being brought into the Project.  
 
Further information on the site selection methodology will be included in the DCO Application.  

 
Install perimeter fencing with a 50–80 
cm clearance from ground level to 
create a wildlife corridor for small 
mammals and other wildlife. 

For security purposes a ground clearance of 50-80cm along permitter fencing is unlikely to be 
feasible from a health and safety perspective, however mammal gates will be included along 
the fencelines to allow wildlife passage across the site 

Use mesh fencing instead of solid 
panels or barbed wire to reduce 
visual impact, allow airflow and 
protect local wildlife. 

Fencing around solar areas will be deer/mesh fencing on wooden posts and include mammal 
gates. Fencing around the substation and BESS areas will be palisade fencing due to the 
security required in these areas. 

Consider a more direct cable route 
along the A38, running north-east 
from Egginton to Willington. 
 

As part of consultation the land near Eggington has been removed from the scheme. 

Require parcel-specific hydraulic 
modelling. 

The requirement for hydraulic modelling is being determined according to the flood-risk 
characteristics of different parts of the project and the decisions that the modelling needs to 
support. Detailed modelling will be undertaken where it is necessary to understand flood 
mechanisms, assess potential effects or inform the design. 
 
This provides a proportionate approach which focuses detailed modelling on locations where it 
is most informative, rather than assuming that a separate hydraulic model is required for every 
development parcel. 
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Install a minimum offset to solar 
panels from local heritage sites 
(Barton Hall/Sudbury Hall etc) 

Offsets have been introduced to take into account any sensitive receptors. These are shown on 
our latest masterplan.  

Maintain all trees and hedges at Site 
C. 

We would seek to place solar infrastructure in existing field boundaries and retain and enhance 
existing vegetation across all sites. Minimum offsets have been produced to ensure adequate 
protection is given to landscape features such as woodland, hedgerows and trees.  

Consider the land adjacent to the 
Willington Power Station as a 
potential site for solar panels. 

The Applicant received a grid connection offer from NESO at the National Grid Willington 400kV 
Substation. Following receipt of the offer, a site identification exercise was undertaken to locate 
suitable solar development opportunities within a 12 km radius of the proposed point of 
connection (POC). Landowners within the search area were subsequently approached to 
determine their willingness to lease land for the development of a solar farm and where willing, 
suitability of the land was assessed prior to being brought into the Project.  
 
Further information on the site selection methodology will be included in the DCO Application.  
 

Install developed wetlands around 
and beneath the solar arrays. 

The project is considering opportunities for biodiversity, drainage and water-environment 
enhancement as the design develops. The suitability of individual measures, including wetland 
or attenuation features, will depend on site conditions, environmental objectives and wider 
design requirements. 
 
Where appropriate and technically suitable, multifunctional measures capable of providing 
drainage, biodiversity or water-quality benefits will be considered. 
 

Consider alternative cable routes 
through Willington to avoid impacting 
the proposed retirement living 
development. 

The proposed cable route will be designed to minimise impacts on all surrounding receptors as 
much as reasonably possible. The current cable corridors will be refined by assessing the 
impacts of residents and habitats to ensure minimal impact to the surrounding area.  

Increase minimum 50m offset from 
solar panel arrays to local houses. 

The project has committed to a minimum 50m buffer from residential buildings. These are 
shown on our latest masterplan.  
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Increase the separation between the 
solar farm and nearby villages of 
Church Broughton and Barton Blount 
to reduce visual and landscape 
impacts on residents. 

We’ve reduced the area considered for solar infrastructure at Site 2 to help protect visual 
amenity and ensure the open field pattern is retained. Offsets have been introduced, taking into 
account adjacent heritage and recreational assets as well as proposed hedgerows and trees to 
help embed the development into its wider setting.  

Protect the brook between Sutton on 
the Hill and Church Broughton from 
pollution and adverse impacts from 
the development. 

Watercourses and drainage features potentially affected by the project are being identified and 
reviewed as the design develops.  
 
The assessment will consider potential construction and operational pathways that could affect 
water quality or the physical condition of watercourses. 
 
The design and construction approach will incorporate appropriate protection and pollution-
prevention measures, including consideration of suitable crossing methods, buffers and 
controls where relevant. 
 

Provide noise insulation at Lodge Hill 
Farm to protect the equestrian 
complex for the full lifetime of the 
project. 

New native species hedgerow and trees have been proposed to aid in screening the 
development from properties at Lodge Hill Farm, both visually and acoustically. A noise 
assessment will be completed to assess and understand the impacts with any necessary 
mitigation provided as part of that assessment.  

Provide open green spaces and 
natural wildlife corridors within and 
around the development. 

Proposed hedgerow planting will help lengthen existing habitat corridors, while embedded 
offsets will allow for open spaces and margins around the development. Where solar 
infrastructure is not being proposed, habitat enhancement measures such as the sowing of 
species-rich grassland will be implemented.  

Prioritise sites E, D and A to reduce 
landscape and visual impacts and 
allow a more direct cable route to the 
Willington connection point. 

Cable corridors are still to be confirmed but will be decided by assessing the impacts from a 
wide range of environmental considerations, with LVIA an important aspect of those 
considerations.  

Avoid overhead power lines between 
sites B and C and use underground 
cables along connection routes near 
the Three Churches Circular Walk to 
protect the landscape and views. 

 The use of above or below ground cabling is still to be decided and we are assessing our 
options based on a wide range of environmental considerations.  
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Protect National Cycle Network 
Route 54 running through Site B and 
maintain safe, uninterrupted access 
for cyclists. 

The outline PRoWMP includes details of how footway and cycleways in the area will be 
protected throughout construction, operation and decommissioning with no plans to close NCN 
route 54. 

Ensure development at Sites D, B 
and E does not increase flood risk or 
affect existing flood defences along 
Hilton Brook and the River Dove. 

The Flood Risk Assessment will consider whether the development could affect existing flood 
mechanisms, floodplain function or flood risk to neighbouring land and communities. The 
design will be developed so that it does not increase flood risk elsewhere, with mitigation 
incorporated where required. 
 
Any relevant interaction with existing flood-risk infrastructure or flood defences will be identified 
through the assessment and considered as the design develops. 
 

Protect veteran oak trees within and 
around Site B. 

Veteran trees will be protected with enforced buffer zones in line with Natural England and 
Forestry Commission standing advice (Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: 
advice for making planning decisions - GOV.UK). For ancient or veteran trees (including those 
on the woodland boundary), the buffer zone should be at least 15 times larger than the 
diameter of the tree. The buffer zone should be 5 metres from the edge of the tree’s canopy if 
that area is larger than 15 times the tree’s diameter. This will create a minimum root protection 
area. 

Use access routes that minimise the 
removal of existing hedgerows, 
particularly at Site A, and ensure they 
are suitable for construction vehicles. 

All routes and access points are being reviewed for their suitability preserving vegetation is a 
priority when designing access points to avoid unnecessary damage.  

Improve or manage construction 
access to minimise impacts on the 
existing road network. 

Measures to manage/improve construction accesses will be detailed within the outline CTMP 
and will be continually developed as the project progresses. 
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6.  Next Steps 

6.1 Next Steps 

All feedback received as part of the Phase 1 engagement has been carefully 

considered by the Project team. The feedback will be used alongside environmental 

and technical assessments to develop detailed plans for the Project. 

Phase 2 is statutory pre-application engagement on these detailed proposals. The 

local community, technical stakeholders and other relevant statutory organisations 

have an opportunity to review and comment on the proposals, including environmental 

information.  

The application, to be submitted as a Development Consent Order (DCO) to the 

Planning Inspectorate, is anticipated to happen in 2027. A decision on the application 

will then be made by the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero. 

The Project team will continue to engage with stakeholders outside of the formal phase 

of engagement.  

The Project team will remain contactable on info@castlewayenergy.co.uk for any 

enquiries relating to the Project. The Project website will be updated in line with any 

developments. Should consent be granted for the Project, the Project team will 

continue to engage with stakeholders throughout construction. 
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7.  Appendices 

7.1 Appendix A – Proposed Development Layout at Phase 1 Engagement  

 

 

 

 
7.1.1 EIA Scoping Report  

The EIA Scoping Report can be found here.  
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7.2 Appendix B – Engagement Materials 

 

7.2.1 FAQs 

The Project FAQs can be found here. 
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7.2.2 Engagement Feedback Form 

 

 
7.2.3  
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7.2.4 Engagement Brochure 
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7.3 Appendix C – Categorisation of Issues and Sub-Issues 
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Access, traffic and local road network  

• General comments  

• Congestion, delays and road closures  

• Emergency service access  

• Construction and HGV traffic  

• Impact on key roads (A38/A50/A516)  

• Local roads narrow, unsuitable or in poor condition  

• Road safety for pedestrians, cyclists and riders  

 
Archaeology and heritage 

• General comments  

• Archaeological remains, surveys and evaluation  

• Barton Blount Hall  

• Dovecliff Hall Hotel  

• Listed buildings and historic landscape generally  

• Sudbury Hall  

 

Aviation 

• General comments  

• Derby Airfield operations  

• General comments  

• Glint and glare affecting pilots 

• Pylons, transmission lines and radio interference  

 

Cable route 

• General comments  

• Proposed routes 

• Underground rather than overground  
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Phase 1 engagement and the planning process  

• General comments  

• Accessibility of Phase 1 engagement 

• Engagement documents  

• Further surveys, modelling and evidence requested  

• Planning-policy concerns  

• Site-specific rather assessment  

 

Decommissioning and restoration  

• General comments  

• Decommissioning bond  

• Decommissioning and restoration plan 

• Irreversible damage  

 

Ecology and biodiversity 

• General comments  

• Pollinators and wildflower habitat  

• Protected species and habitats  

• Protection of existing hedgerows, trees and green space  

• Wildlife corridors and habitat connectivity  

 

Energy and technology  

• General comments 

• Concerns about BESS technology  

• Efficiency, intermittency and energy output  

• Grid connection and transmission infrastructure  

• Opposition to solar at the proposed locations  

• Support for solar/renewable energy in principle 
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Flooding, drainage and hydrogeology  

• General comments  

• A38 flooding and resilience  

• Local flood evidence 

• Site B flooding  

• Site D flooding 

• Site E flooding 

 

Landscape and visual impact  

• General landscape and visual effects  

• Glint and glare  

• Industrialisation of the countryside  

• Loss of tranquillity and dark skies 

• Scale, density and visibility 

• Security fencing, CCTV and lighting  

• Impact on rural character  

 

Legacy Fund  

• General comments  

• Local environment and ecological projects 

• Local wellbeing and health  

• Opposition to fund  

• Sports clubs and community facilities  

• Support for Hilton Cricket Club  

 

Local business and community facilities  

• General comments  

• Dovecliff Hall Hotel  

• Hilton Cricket Club 
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• Local business 

• Tourism  

 

Noise, light and pollution  

• General comments  

• Dust, mud and air quality  

• Light spill and security lighting  

• Noise from construction, inverters or substations  

 

Public Rights of Way, bridleways and recreation  

• General comments 

• Loss of recreational access  

• Site B footpaths and bridleway 

• Bridleways and horse riders generally 

 

Residential and community impact  

• General comments  

• Quality of life and residential amenity  

• Property values 

• Proximity to homes and villages 

 

Site selection and land use 

• General comments  

• Agrivoltaics  

• Alternative locations 

• Cumulative development 

• Prioritise brownfield land, rooftops or car parks  

• Proximity to houses and villages  

• Use/loss of agricultural land and food production  
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7.4 Appendix D – Phase 1 Engagement Publicity  

 

7.4.1 Copy of Phase 1 Engagement Newspaper Advertisement  

Advert in the Derby Telegraph, Tuesday 16th June, 2026 
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Advert in the Derbyshire Times, Thursday 18th June 2026 
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7.4.2 Copy of Phase 1 Engagement Launch Press Release 
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7.4.3 Phase 1 Engagement Leaflet sent to Households  
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7.4.4 Phase 1 Engagement Website Screenshots 
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